
Annual General Meeting 2013: Minutes 

These are the unconfirmed minutes of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of The Physiological Society, held 

on Wednesday 24 July 2013 (13:00-14:30) at the Symphony Ballroom, Hyatt Regency, 2 Bridge Street, 

Birmingham B1 2JZ. 

   

1.       Welcome and nomination of Chairman 

1.1.    The meeting commenced at 13:00 and was attended by 54 Ordinary Members. Seven Affiliate 

Members were also in attendance. 

1.2.    J Ashmore, the President of The Society, opened the meeting and on his proposal D Eisner was 

elected as chair of the meeting, nem con. 

1.3.    D Eisner asked the Ordinary Members present to approve the continued presence of Society staff 

members. This was approved nem con. D Eisner then asked the Members to note that only 

Ordinary, Honorary and Affiliate Members can be present at the AGM and that only Ordinary and 

Honorary Members can vote. 

  

2.       Stand in memory of deceased Members 

2.1.      D Eisner asked Members to stand for a minute’s silence to remember the Members who had died 

during the last year. 

  

3.       Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 5 July 2012 and matters arising 

3.1.      The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record nem con. 

  

4.       Election results 

4.1.    D Eisner announced the election of six new Members and two Affiliate Representatives to Council. 

The new Council Trustees were Anne King, who was also appointed Honorary Treasurer, Sue 

Deuchars, Lucy Donaldson, Prem Kumar, Mike Ludwig and Rachel Tribe. The successful Affiliate 

Representatives were Fiona Hatch and Ruth Norman. 

4.2.    D Eisner thanked all those who had put themselves forward and hoped that those who were 

unsuccessful will still wish to get involved in Society business through the work of Committees and 

other activities.  

4.3.    D Eisner thanked the outgoing Council members for contributions towards the work of The Society. 

These are Stephen Bolsover, Julian Dow, Stuart Eggington, Andy Trafford and Michael White, with 

special thanks afforded to Rod Dimaline, the Honorary Treasurer. A round of applause was given by 

the Membership. 



  

5.       Honorary Members 

5.1.    The election by Council of Philippe Ascher, Frances Ashcroft, Mordecai Blaustein, Richard Boyd, 

Martin Evans and Alan North as Honorary Members for their outstanding contributions to either The 

Society and/or the science of physiology was noted. 

  

6.       President’s Report 

6.1.    J Ashmore, gave his report updating Members on developments in 2012. The President highlighted 

continuing pressure on physiology from diverse areas, including the impact of REF (Research 

Excellence Framework) and the drive towards Open Access. He reported that in response to this The 

Society had increased its level of activity to support physiology and deliver its charitable objectives. 

In particular the breadth of increased activity was reported, covering: 

·       the re-launch of Physiology News (PN) which had been very positively received as highlighted in 

the 2013 Members’ Survey; 

·       the continued strength of the meetings programme; 

·       increased support for education, including the launch of the Rob Clarke Awards for excellence 

in undergraduate research and the Research Grant and David Jordan Teaching Grant schemes; 

and 

·       the increase in outreach activities including providing £13,000 to support such activities by 

Members 

6.2.    The President commented however that 2012 was a landmark year on two fronts: first the 

negotiation of a new contract with Wiley Blackwell through to the end of 2018, with improved terms 

for The Society and the move to Hodgkin Huxley House. He noted that within one year The Society, 

led by the Property Task Force, had searched and identified a building and was able to move in 

during December 2012. He thanked the Property Task Force, led by Mike Spyer and comprising 

Stephen Bolsover, Rod Dimaline, Jeremy Ward, Philip Wright and Casey Early, for their work. The 

President noted that the Minister for Universities and Science, the Rt Hon David Willetts MP, had 

formally opened the building. His presence indicated the increased profile of The Physiological 

Society and physiology more widely over the last year. 

  

7.       Chief Executive’s Report 

7.1.    D Eisner invited the Chief Executive, P Wright, to report to the meeting, noting that this was the first 

time a member of staff had done so. P Wright thanked the Chairman and said he felt privileged to be 

asked to report. 

7.2.    P Wright said that while J Ashmore had looked back at the activities of The Society in 2012, he would 

focus on priorities in 2013 and beyond, of which three were highlighted: 

·       the Health of Physiology Project; 



·       a membership strategy; and 

·       a review of Governance. 

7.3.    The Health of Physiology initiative had established a Steering Group encompassing key areas of 

activities, the Membership, international representation from the USA and a senior external 

representative from BBSRC. The objective was to assess the strength of the discipline with 

appropriate analysis and engagement with Members and third parties, publishing a report in the 

middle of 2014. The Steering Group and the initiative were being led by Richard Vaughan-Jones the 

Deputy President. 

7.4.    P Wright then reported on a number of planned initiatives to enhance membership. This included 

reviewing categories, further consideration and consultation on establishing a “Fellows” category of 

membership and enhancing and simplifying administration. 

7.5.    Finally P Wright reported on a review of the Governance of The Society which would be led by a 

small group of Trustees and senior staff. The review would ensure the Articles of Association and the 

other Governing Documents were up to date and also followed ‘best practice’, which would be 

informed by a benchmarking exercise and consultations with experts. The review would inform any 

changes required for the 2014 AGM, although Members would be consulted in good time. 

7.6.    R Thomas asked why we needed to review the governance system again. P Wright replied that it was 

best practise to keep the governing documents under regular review and compliant with updated 

charity and company law. Furthermore, the recent Grey Book exercise had identified some 

inconsistencies between the various governing documents and these would need to be corrected. 

  

8.       Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 Dec 2012 

8.1.    R Dimaline, Honorary Treasurer, gave an update on The Society’s financial position and performance. 

He reported that with the purchase of Hodgkin Huxley House a restructuring of The Society’s 

investments had taken place, with £4.5 million now noted as an asset in the building. Despite the 

significant change and associated investment, the balance sheet remained similar at £11.9 million 

compared to £12.2 million in 2011. 

8.2.    The Hon Treasurer also reported that the cost of HHH compared vary favourably with The Society’s 

old offices in London and Cambridge: the cost of the old premises was £129,500 per annum, but the 

cost of the new would be only £37,500 per annum excluding any income from letting of rooms. 

Should the target for letting conference and meeting rooms be reached, then there would in fact be 

a surplus of £7,500 to The Society. 

8.3.    R Dimaline summarised as follows: 

·       The spend on charitable activity had increased by 21% 

·       Publishing income remained strong and was secure to the end of 2018 

·       Investment fund performance was strong 

·       There was a restructure asset base with £6.8 million in free reserves and a total fund balance of 

£11.9 million 



  

8.4.    T Sears asked whether there were any constraints on the potential users of Hodgkin Huxley House. P 

Wright replied that the only constraint was that any client, whether a tenant or a customer hiring a 

room, should not have objectives contrary to the objects of The Society. He appointed out that the 

two tenants, Understanding Animal Research and Science Council, had very complementary aims. 

  

9.       Membership subscriptions 

9.1.    R Dimaline reported that the subscription rates for 2014 would be unchanged. 

  

10.   Re‐appointment of Auditors by Ordinary Resolution 

10.1.  R Thomas asked whether we had considered putting the auditor service out to tender in line with 

best practise. C Early replied that within the charity sector it was more usual to rotate the audit 

partner, which had happened, although the Finance Committee had recently reviewed the audit 

service and did not consider it necessary to make any changes. 

10.2.  D Eisner asked for a proposer, J Ward, and seconder, M Spyer, for the resolution: 

“to re‐appoint haysmacintyre (Chartered Accountants) as the Auditors of The Society until the next 

general meeting and to authorise Council to fix their remuneration”. 

10.3.  The resolution was approved nem con, with no objections or abstentions. 

  

11.   To receive and consider a report by the Editor-in-Chief of The Journal of Physiology 

11.1.  D Paterson provided a report to the meeting (see attached slides). 

11.2.  I McGrath asked D Paterson what had happened two years ago to cause the recent fall in two-year 

Impact Factor (IF). D Paterson noted that the current IF was dependent upon actions taken prior to 

his appointment as Editor-in-Chief. IF was an opaque measure and it was difficult to see what had 

caused this drop, but many other journals were similarly affected. 

11.3.  In response to a question from D Miller, it was noted that D Paterson and The Society had recently 

signed up to the San Francisco Declaration On Research Assessment (DORA). 

  

12.   To receive and consider a report by the Editor-in-Chief of Experimental Physiology 

12.1.  P McLoughlin provided a report to the meeting (see attached slides). 

12.2.  In response to a question P McLoughlin reported that Experimental Physiology’s focus remained on 

integrative and translational physiology, a distinction with the Journal of Physiology. This was 

regularly reviewed by the respective editorial boards and the Publications Committee. 

  

13.   To receive and consider a report by the Editor-in-Chief of Physiological Reports 

13.1.  P Wright reported to the meeting that S Wray, Editor-in-Chief of Physiological Reports could not be 

present. P Wright therefore provided a report to the meeting (see attached slides). 



13.2.  P Wright noted the rapidity with which Physiological Reports, The Society’s Open Access (OA) 

journal jointly owned with the American Physiological Society, was launched, thanking the Editor-in-

Chief and Deputy Editor-in-Chief T Kleyman. He outlined the differentiation with The Society’s 

existing journals: namely that while it would only accept good quality papers reporting sound 

science, the measure of novelty was less and that it would accept papers with both confirmatory 

and negative results. 

13.3.  P Wright noted that S Wray had asked him to thank those who had already submitted and urged 

other members to do so, noting that the first 100 manuscripts and 55 had already either been 

published or accepted for publication. 

  

14.   Date of next meeting and Close of AGM 

14.1.  It was reported that the date of the next AGM will occur at Physiology 2014 between the 30 June to 

2 July 2014 at the London QEII Conference Centre. The exact date and time of the AGM will be 

announced with the programme and in compliance with Society statutes. 

 


