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	Application to organise a Physiological Society Sandpit Meeting





Have you identified a major challenge in physiology where bringing together a diverse group of participants, in a format designed for collaboration rather than traditional presentations, could foster new partnerships and innovative approaches to progress? 
Members can apply to hold a Sandpit Meeting in the UK supported by the Physiological Society to make it happen. 
If you have any queries, please contact the Events Team (events@physoc.org).  
This form was last updated in March 2026.  
Please complete all sections.  

Title of sandpit meeting
Please provide a concise and descriptive title for the sandpit meeting
	[bookmark: Text1]     




Suggested dates
Please ensure these are not in university term time.  	
	[bookmark: Text2]     



			
Suggested venues
The final decision of the selected location and venue will rest with The Society’s Events Team.  
	     




Details of the sandpit convenors
Please ensure you have permission to give us the full committee’s contact details. Please note that at least one convenor should be a member (Postgraduate, Full or Fellow) of the Physiological Society in at least their second year of membership..  The maximum number of convenors is three.  

	Name
	Affiliation
	Email address

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


The Challenge
What major challenge in physiology will this sandpit address? 
Why is it important to tackle it now?
	     





Barriers to Progress
What key barriers (scientific, technical, organisational, or collaborative) currently prevent progress on this challenge?
	     





Coordinated Action
What coordinated activities, collaborations, or frameworks are needed to overcome these barriers and accelerate progress?
	     





Why a Sandpit? 
Why is a sandpit format essential for addressing this challenge, and why could the objectives not be achieved through a traditional scientific meeting?
	     





Objectives
What are the specific objectives of the sandpit meeting? 
	     





Participants
What expertise, disciplines, and perspectives are needed among participants to achieve these objectives?
Please include names and affiliations of your proposed list of invited participants, where 50% must be early career researchers (within five years of PhD completion or less than nine years since undergraduate degree)
	     





Importance of the Group
Why is bringing together this specific mix of participants critical to achieving the intended outcomes?
	     





Meeting Design
What activities, sessions, and facilitation approaches will be used during the sandpit to generate ideas, build collaborations, and develop solutions?
	     





Outputs
What concrete outputs will emerge from the sandpit?
	     





Outcomes and Legacy
How will you know your Sandpit Meeting has been a success? 
What longer-term outcomes do you expect, and how will the sandpit help advance sustained collaboration and progress beyond the meeting?
	     







Please select up to six keywords for the meeting
☐  Autonomic Function and Neuroscience
☐  Blood Brain Barrier
☐  Cardiovascular, Respiratory and Autonomic Control
☐  Cellular Neurophysiology
☐  Cellular Signalling
☐  Comparative & Invertebrate Neuroscience
☐  Comparative Physiology
☐  Neural Development & Plasticity
☐  Health & Wellbeing Physiology
☐  Epithelia & Membrane Transport
☐  GI Tract
☐  Heart and Cardiac Muscle
☐  Human Physiology
☐  Ion Channels
☐  Locomotion
☐  Microvascular & Endothelial Physiology
☐  Muscle Contraction
☐  Molecular Physiology
☐  Neuroendocrinology/Endocrinology
☐  Placental & Perinatal Physiology
☐  Renal Physiology
☐  Respiratory Physiology
☐  Sensorimotor Control
☐  Sensory Functions
☐  Smooth Muscle
☐  Somatosensory Physiology
☐  Teaching
 
Diversity guidelines statement
The Society is committed to increasing equality and diversity in the physiological sciences. Our work in this area permeates throughout all of our activities, organisers will be asked to commit to an aspirational target of 50% female representation of organisers and speakers, with a compulsory minimum of 33%. We will continue to work towards fair geographical balance as well as fair representation of both junior and senior research scientists.
https://www.physoc.org/about-us/diversity/

☐  Please check the box confirming you have read and agree that your application meets this requirement.    
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